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Preface

Short biography
Martin Lohse began his education at the Musical Science Institute in Copenhagen (1990–92). In 1995 
he was admitted to the Royal Danish Academy of Music, Copenhagen, where he studied composition 
and music theory as a pupil of Hans Abrahamsen and Niels Rosing-Schow. In 2000 he started a 
postgraduate course in composition and in 2004 he had his debut from the Royal Academy of Music.

In 2003, he received the 3-year Grant from The Danish Arts Foundation. Besides composing acoustic 
and electro acoustic music, he does abstract paintings – usually with a clash of disintegration and pure 
and clear colours.

Music
In my music, I try to encircle small musical moments and atmospheres, which can timeless 
progress and unfold. The collocation and collision of a “pure” and clear music with a 
disintegrated and multi-layered music is one of the main characteristic of my music. In the heart, 
the music often emanate a harmonic and melodic reminiscence of past experiences in glints or 
longer periods which combined with a floating sensation (accelerando, decelerando etc.) creates 
a music with the organic form as one of its main foundations.

— Martin Lohse: www.martinlohse.com

Romantic and, to some extent, Baroque music are key elements in the music of Martin Lohse. Smoke, 
Koncert, 8 Momenti Mobile... and In remembrance... all have a reminiscence of the romantic style: Small 
motives and longer themes within a gliding tonality, mixed with a floating sensation of times, 
sometimes with long and continues accelerandoes or decelerandoes and at other times with tempos 
slowly departing from each other. The Baroque style is clear in a piece like Concerto in tempi, but it's 
also a part of works like In remembrance... In liquid... and Entity. The music has some polystylist 
elements, not in the form of big clashes of different styles, but more in the sense of polytonality 
including polytempoes, f. ex in the work In liquid... for accordion and piano, where the accordion in the 
1st movement starts slowly together with the piano, but gradually makes a forceful accelerando toward 
a brilliant baroque figure in a direct collision with the piano, which keeps the slow steady music from 
the start. 

New Simplicity is an essential part of his music, with a direct input from his teacher Hans Abrahamsen, 
but also evolved with the meeting with Arvo Pä rt and his music. It is used to concentrate the music, 
finding the essence in a motive, a harmonic progression or in a structural complex created by the 
composer. In works like Slow movement, Sorrow and 4th movement of In liquid... for violin and piano 
the minimalism is transformed or rather reduced to a nearly pure transcendental form.

Mobile

A musical technique developed by Martin Lohse in 2009 where he combines the polystylistic elements 
with a simple repeating sequence of chords, creating a music with both baroque and romantic 
elements, all in different tempos but with no or very few dissonances. 

Wikipedia, February 2018 



Technical setup

 6 independent loudspeakers

 2 microphones, mounted on the accordion

 Mixer, 8(9)* inputs and 8(9)* outputs

 Audio interface, 2 inputs and 6(7)* outputs

 Computer running  Max 8 software (or later)

 Foot switch connected to computer

* if using click track directly from Max

** The electroacoustic part is also available in a version that can be played directly as stereo files 
without using MaxMsp. In this case, the letters in the score are followed.

Technical setup, first performance

Loudspeakers

 6x l’acoustics X12 (Speakers)

 2x l’acoustics SB15P (Sub)

Mixing console

 Yamaha DM1000

Microphones

 2x DPA 4099 (mounted on the accordion)

Computer

 Macbook Pro (2017) with Max 8 software

 Apogee Element 88 audio interface

Foot switch

 Yamaha FC 5 sustain pedal

 Audiofront, Midi Expression (Jack to USB adapter)

For the first performance, the microphones were patched to inputs on the mixing console. From 
there, they were routed (pre fader) via the audio interface to Max. Also, the microphones were used 
to general amplification of the accordion.
For the solo- and delay-parts of the music, the amplified sound of the accordion was kept quite 
subtle and natural across loudspeaker 1 and 2 with a small amount of digital reverb. In the other 
parts of the music, the amplified accordion-sound was still primarily located in loudspeaker 1 and 
2, but also spread across loudspeaker 3, 4, 5 and 6, while a larger amount of digital reverb was 
added, primarily in loudspeakers 3, 4, 5 and 6. Changing between these two accordion-sounds was 
achieved by routing the microphones into two pairs of channels simultaneously and giving each 
pair of channels their own routing, reverb and eq. With this approach, it was  easy to crossfade 
between these “sounds” through the different parts of the music.



The six outputs from the audio interface were patched via ADAT optical to the mixer and, from 
there, routed to each of the six loudspeakers. In addition to that, two subwoofers were added to 
support sub-bass. One subwoofer was located near loudspeaker 3 and supported loudspeaker 2, 3 
and 4, while the other weas located by loudspeaker 6 and supported loudspeaker 5, 6 and 1.
The footswitch was located on stage, by the musician, while the computer running Max was at the 
FOH-position, so a CAT6-based active USB-extender was used.
For the delay-parts, it is very important that the live-sound of the accordion has the same loudness 
and tone color as the individual delays. To achieve this, the input sensitivity in the Max-patch was 
fine-tuned. This was done by first setting the level of the audio files (letter A and B etc in the score) 
and afterwards adjusting the input sensitivity to get a coherent accordion-sound across all 
loudspeakers. For large outdoor spaces, the playback level of the audio files had to be quite loud 
and thus, the input sensitivity had to turned down. While for smaller indoor venues, the playback 
level of the audio files had to be soft and so the input sensitivity had to be turned up, so the delays 
of the accordion would be loud enough.
For the first performance, the musician did not need the clicktrack from Max, because he could 
clearly hear and follow the delays from the loudspeakers and was supported by a visual 
metronome on stage. Other musicians may prefer to hear the click track via in-ear monitoring from 
Max.

Jesper Andersen, June 2021

Program note

Echoes off cliffs
for accordion and live electronics

dedicated to Bjarke Mogensen

The time of the Earth
The time of the Cliff

The time of Man
Entwining

Echoes

Martin Lohse 2021
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