Concerto piccolo 1

for accordion and orchestra




Orchestra

2 Flutes

2 Oboes (2. English horn in F)
2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

4 Hornsin F
2 Trompets in C
2 Tenor trombones

Bass trombone
Tuba

2 Percussion
1. Timpani
2. Bass drum, woodblock

Accordion

Violin I
Violin II
Viola

Cello
Contrabass

The score is transposing
Horns sound a fifth lower in both g- and f-clef
Contrabass sounds an octave lower than written

The accordion should be slightly amplified if possible. This should be done in a way that preserves as
much of the accordion's original sound as possible.
Accordion registers are up to the performer, suggestions for registers are notated with 4", 8" and 16" etc.

Duration: app. 11 min.

Program note

Concerto piccolo I is inspired by the complex rhythms created when the ocean waves hit the rocks. At first it is
interesting, I become curious, but it quickly transforms into a different state, a special feeling of time, where I am
both completely present and outside of time itself.

The movement starts at a faster tempo, with the accordion moving in and out of a rhythmic texture in the
orchestra. Various melodies emerge, and the movement ends with a repetition of the main melody in a slow,
introspective version.

Concerto piccolo I was commissioned by and dedicated to Antonio Spaccarotella for PIF Castelfidardo 2023 as
final work in third round, Premio. It was premiered by Zhiyuan Zhang (first price), Olzhas Nurlanov (second
price) and Petar Din¢i¢ (third price) at Teatro Astro, Castelfidardo, Italy by Orchestra Filarmonica della Calabria
and conductor Alfredo Luigi Cornacchia.

The work can be performed together with Concerto piccolo I1 (2025) as Accordion Concerto No. 3.

The two movements were composed concurrently for Bjarke Mogensen, as works for accordion and electronics/
sampled orchestra in 3D immersive audio. It is created for performances in churches, galleries, larger or smaller
concert venues, as well as outdoors in a rocky landscape, the forest or the city in squares, factory buildings or the
like.

Martin Lohse 2025
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